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PREFACE. 




HE few Hebrew and Greek terms used 
in the following essay are represented, as 
nearly as may be, by italics^ for the reason that 
readers who may not be acquainted with the 

« 

original characters, would prefer to know some- 
thing of the sound of those terms. 

The essay includes a series of Scriptural 
Subjects, treated in a condensed manner, and 
consecutively arranged. 

The intent with which the essay is written, is 
to offer assistance to true believers in the Son 
of God Jesus Christ in their desire to speak 
that which is right of their Heavenly Father, 
in presence of an evil and gainsaying world. 

Towards the end of the Book of Job, the 
Lord rebukes Job's accusing friends, saying, • 
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" Ye hath not spoken of me that which is rights 
as my servant Job hath." Thus the Lord 
commended Job. And Divine commendation 
may now be experienced, in moral nearness to 
God, and in speaking that which is right of 
God. 

The writer has been engaged in the service 
of the gospel of God during more than half a 
century ; and the testimony borne in this essay 
has been written, and is sent forth, under a 
deep and abiding sense of responsibility to the 
Lord Christ. 



Colquill Villa^ Mannamead^ Plymouth^ 
yantmry^ 1880, 
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WHAT IS TKUTH? 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 




He Lord Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, " To 
this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone that is of the 
truth heareth my voice." 

Pilate waited not for an answer to his own 
question : •' What is truth ? " 

Truth is reality. The Son of God Jesus 
Christ is The Truth. The words of truth are 
the expressions of reality. Revealed truth is 
the revelation of realities which could not be 
known through the exercise of human reason. 
The written words of divine revelation are the 

B 
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signs of ideas conceived by inspiration of God. 
And, in as far as those same ideas are discerned 
and entertained, the truth revealed is known 
and held. 

But in order to such a communion of mind 
with the inspired writers, the terms used by 
them — or the representatives of those terms in 
a translation — must needs be understood, as 
they repeatedly occur in the progressive reve- 
lation of the mind and will of God. 

« 

Here, a few remarks on the nature and uses 
of language, particularly in literary composition, 
may be pertinently made, and reasonably 
permitted : — 

The ideal or radical meaning of any given 
term, is inherent in its form. In the primary 
use of terms, the literal meaning is the true. 
In secondary uses, the literal is subservient to 
the obvious. And in other, and more advanced 
uses, the literal meaning has no place, and is 
intentionally ignored. 

The following uses of the same term will 
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serve as an example. In the Mosaic record 
of the creation, the expansion which God made 
to divide the waters above it, from the waters 
beneath, is in the Hebrew, called hah'Shah-mah- 
yim. In the English, it is called "the heaven." 
The literal meaning of the Original is, the 
waters there^ in contradistinction from the 
waters here upon the earth ; and the literal 
meaning is descriptive of the object to which it 
IS applied. 

But, in the days of Moses, and onward from 
that time, the same Hebrew phrase was 
variously applied. It was used to signify the 
visible universe above and around the earth, 
and the invisible centre of the universe : " Thus 
saith the Lord, the Heaven is my throne." In 
the days of Daniel, it was used to signify the 
government of God over the nations upon earth : 
" The Heavens do rule." And in the teaching ' 
of the Lord Christ, the words translated, " the 
kingdom of heaven " — more correctly rendered, 
** the rule of the Heavens" — signified that new 
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and spiritual economy, instituted subsequently 
by the descent of the Holy Spirit* 

This example will serve to illustrate, and to 
enforce the observance of, the acknowledged 
and true canon of grammatical construction — 
namely, that the character of the theme, and 
the nature of the object to which it relates^ 
determine the meaning of the principle terms 
employed therein ; which canon will be observed 
in the course of this essay. 



FIRST SECTION. 



Concerning the Origin of Man. 



N the first place let it be observed, that the 
origin^ and not the constitution^ of man is the 
present theme ; and that in the Mosaic account 
of the origin and formation of the first man, the. 
terms are used with their primary significance. 

" So God created man in his own image, in 
the image 9f God created he him ; male and 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said to them, be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it ; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth." 

In this passage, the Hebrew term tzeh-lem^ 
translated " image," signifies a shadow, a 
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corporeal image, a representation of an unseen 
object. And by means of the entire passage, it 
is shown that man was created in the govern- 
mental image of God, to be lord over all the 
other orders of terrestial creatures. This 
governmental idea has been perpetuated, in the 
assumptions of Asian Monarchs, each of whom 
calls himself, " The shadow of God." 

" And the Lord God formed the man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life ; and the man became 
unto a living soul." 

This passage records the physical formation 
and invigoration of the first man. 

The original word translated " dust," signifies 
minute atoms, and as here used it means the 
elemental atoms of which all organic bodies are 
formed. 

The word **breathed," represents the Hebrew 
nah'pkaghy which means, to blow, to breathe, to 
put air in motion ; that is, by the operation of 
natural laws, by artificial means, or — as in the 
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present passage — by the immediate will of the 
Creator. 

The " breath of life " — nish-math'gkah'yeent 
— is the atmospheric air, as inhaled in the way 
of respiration. This is clearly shown in the 
record of the Noachian deluge. "And they 
went in unto Noah into the Ark, two and two 
of all flesh wherein is the breath of life." And 
again : " All in whose nostrils was the breath 
of life, of all that was on the dry land died." 

It should be observed that the word trans- 
lated *'life," in the present passage, and also in 
' the record of the deluge, is plural ; and these 
instances of an idiomatic usage, are intended to 
denote the lives of all respiring creatures on 
earth, in common with man. 

The word "soul," represents the Hebrew 
term neh-pheshy which literally means a breather 
— a creature furnished with organs of respi- 
ration ; and the word " living," represents 
ghaKy or gkah-yah^ the ideal meaning of which 
is to be strong or vigorous. The phrase neh-- 
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phesh-ghah-yah "living soul," is used by 
Moses to describe all creatures that live by 
means of respiration. In the present passage 
it is translated ** living soul " in every other 
instance it is rendered " living creature." 

The information now derived is to the effect 
that, the Lord God formed the man of 
elemental atoms, within the ground, ("for out 
of it he was taken ") as in a matrix, wherein 
the man was organized through the operation 
of the laws of a created principle of vitality ; 
and when he ( the man, not an inanimate body ) 
was taken out of the ground, God caused the 
breath of life to enter into his nostrils and 
inflate his lungs, and thus establish respiration ; 
so that the man became unto a living or 
vigorous being. 

And in the process described, an intelligent 
person may discern the prototype of procreation 
and gestation, and of infant birth and in- 
vigoration. 



SECOND SECTION. 



Concerning the Constitution of Man. 



I. — It was just now remarked that the 
Hebrew word neh-pheshy literally means a 
breather : but in common with the generality 
of radical words, and in the progress of divine 
revelation, that term was advanced to a 
discriminative usage. It came to denote the 
personal soul of man, the himself y in which his 
individuality and identity subsist, in contradis- 
tinction from his material organism ; among the 
particles of which there is continuous change. 

By means of this usage — very observable in 
the psalms and the prophets — the soul of man 
is shown to be the active agent in perception 
and understanding ; the subject of mental and 
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moral affections ; and under accountability to 
God. 

Therefore, if any man professedly revering 
the oracles of God, were to ascribe thought 

« 

and volition to any part or parts of the internal 
organism, as the source thereof, and to do so, 
unto the denial of the existence of the soul, it 
would indicate a lack of knowledge as to some 
of the first principles of the oracles of God, 
and also as to certain first principles of sound 
physiology. 

2. In the Greek of the Christian Scrip- 
tures, the term psukee — having a corres- 
ponding derivation and history with the 
Hebrew term neh-pkesh — ^has also an estab- 
lished usage, indicating the soul of man to be 
essentially the man himself. And in recognition 
of this usage the Lord Christ concisely revealed 
the constitution of man : " Fear not them who 
kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul ; 
but fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell." 
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3. In the record of the Deluge, the 
original terms for ** breath of life " are 
somewhat different from those in the account 
of the invigoration of the first man. They are 
rooagh ghah-yeem^ and nish-math rooagh ghah-- 
yeem. The ideal meaning of rooagh is active 
force ; and the meaning of those Hebrew terms 
in this connexion is the active force of life, and 
the breath of the active force of life. The force 
indicated is that which is now called Atmos- 
pheric Electricity, and, under the name of 
electrized oxygen, or ozone, is known to be the 
chief property in the atmosphere for the 
support of physical life and health and strength* 
In another atmospheric relation the term 
rooagh signifies the wind — the force by which 
the air is moved. 

4. In secondary uses of that term, and 
in relation to man, it is properly trans- 
lated ** spirit," with various acceptations of 
that word. It is used to signify what is 
called " force of character ;" that is physical 
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and psychical energy, and the consequent 
activity, confidence, and elevation of the soul. 
But this usage is commonly ignored in treating 
of the constitution of man. Hence, some teach 
that the terms soul and spirit are synonymous ; 
and thus, contrary to truth, ascribe a spiritual 
nature to man. Others, with equal contrariety 
to truth, ascribe a component spirit to man 
in addition to his soul and body. And others, 
— while denying the existence of the soul — 
speak of an impersonal spirit in man as long as 
he lives upon the earth. 

The term rooagh, or spirit, has also a 
metaphysical usage, denoting certain mental 
and moral characteristics or conditions of 
the soul. This usage is so manifest that 
it is generally recognised. 

5. The Greek pneuma has a corresponding 
derivation and history with the Hebrew word 
rooaghy and in the Christian Scriptures it has 
the same various uses. 

6. The sacred and highest use of both those 
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terms is to intimate, negatively^ the nature of 
the Godhead — as in the words " God is spirit/* 
and in the title ** Holy Spirit." 

7. Moreover, the l^vm pneumay ** spirit/* has 
a specific usage in the teaching of the Lord 
Christ and His apostles, intended to denote the 
new and spiritual life given to those who are of 
Christ, as being begotten of God, The first 
instance of this usage is in the saying of the 
Divine Teacher, "That which is begotten of 
the Spirit is spirit/' 
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THIRD SECTION. 



Concerning the Destiny of Man. 




AN, at his creation, was adapted to life 

for ever. By his Creator he was given 

- . * . .• 

a life unsubject to death, on the sole condition 

of non-disobedience to a positive and pro- 
hibitory law. When he was placed in the 
Garden of Eden, the Lord God said unto him> 
** Of every tree of the garden thou mayst freely 
eat ; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ;. for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
die." 

This premonition, given to man as the 
sanqtion of the prohibitory law, was emphatically 
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given. "In the day that thou eatest thereof — 
moth tcL mooth : to die — thou shalt die'' The 
infinitive of the Hebrew verb, preceding the 
future, denotes intensity and certainty. The 
mode of expression is idiomatic, and requires to • 
be represented in English thus : "In the day 
thou eatest thereof thou art doomed to die, 
and on some future day thou shalt certainly 
die." 

2. By disobedience, the man incurred the 
doom of which he had been premonished : and 
wheA arraigned and condemned, the words of 
doom were in full accord with the premonition. 
" Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com- 
manded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? '^^ ^ 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread 
until thou return unto the ground ; for out of it 
wast thou taken : for atoms thou art, and unto 
atoms shalt thou return." 

3. But there was yet a physical possibilty of 
the sentence of death being evaded. The 
" tree of life " was included in the grant of all 
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the trees of the garden ; and the properties of 
the fruit of that tree were adapted to counteract 
the law of change, which was a law of man'^s 
physical nature (in common with all other 
organized creatures) and was thus sufficient to 
sustain man in perpetual and primeval vigour. 
Therefore, " lest he should put forth his hand 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat and live 
for ever," the Lord God expelled him from the 
Garden of Eden, and debarred him from the 
tree of life. 

Here it should be observed that death came 
upon man not in the way of infliction, but in the 
way of righteous deprivation. 

The justice and truth of God could not 
permit that the sentence of death should be 
evaded by disobedient ihan ; and the merci- 
fulness of God, in unity with his justice and 
truth, could not permit that sinful man should 
perpetuate his own existence, and the existence 
of his descendants, in a state of sin, and of the 
suffering and misery consequent on sin. 
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4. ** By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned." 

Here it will be proper to consider the 
import of the terms life and death in relation to 
man. 

According to the Scriptures of . truth, life 
means more than existence. The softly- 
breathed Hebrew word hah-yah, signifies exis- 
tence ; and the roughly breathed ghah-yah 
means to be living or vigorous. 

The first man existed, as an entire man, 
before he was taken out of the ground ; even as 
now the infant has an entire existence in the 
womb before it is brought forth. And when 
the man was brought forth and caused to inhale 

■ 

the breath of life, he became a living man ; 

even so, also, the infant, when it is brought 

forth and breathes the breath of life, becomes a 

living child. 

The true and full meaning of the word life 

is that of a constitutional, invigorated, operative, 

c 
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and phenomenal existence. Such is the 
meaning of the Greek terms zdee and zosan, in 
the Christian Scriptures ; and in the phrase 
zdee aidnios — " eternal life " — the fullest 
import of the terms ghah-yah and zdee is shown. 

5. Nevertheless, while it is true that life or 
living signifies a constitutional, invigorated, 
operative and phenomenal existence, it is 
equally true that life has its inception in a 
germinal, organic, and specific principle of 
constitutional vitality ; in accordance with the 
axiom, mentioned by the Apostle Paul : " To 
every seed his own body." 

The psychical life of man, called " natural 
life," has its inception in the radical and vital 
principle of human existence. And the spiritual 
and eternal life, in which the sons of God shall 
hereafter be manifested, has its inception in 
the essential principle of that same life ; as 
here present in those who are begotten of 
God ; which divine emanation is //^^^ divinely 
called "life" and "eternal life." 



DESTINY OF MAN. 1 9 

6. The abstract meaning of the words to die 
is to undergo disintegration : " That which 
thou sowest is not quickened except it die." 
But, according to the Scriptures of truth, the 

judicial and penal meaning of the words to die, 
is to perish — to be destroyed, " The wages of 
sin is death," and the full force of the word 
death, as the wages of sin, is shown and 
illustrated in the sentence of death passed on 
the first man when he had sinned. 

7. But the full force of that original sentence 
does not take effect on the ungodly who die in 
their sins, until the time of " the second death." 
The first death may be thought of as an instal- 
ment of the wages of sin, or, more correctly, as 
the detention of the sinner until the day of 
judgment. " It is appointed unto men once to 
die, and after this the judgment." The first 
death is a disintegration of constituted being, 
but it is not the extinction of being. I f it were 
extinction, there could not be a " resurrection 
of the unjust " — a " resurrection of judgment ;'* 
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neither could there be a " second death." And 
if any man were to reply, saying " But God 
will re-create the unjust at the resurrection," 
he would utter an amazing solecism. He 
would propound the self-contradictory pro- 
position " that the identical individuals who had 
perished shall be re-originated at the arousing 
and standing-up-again of the same identical 
individuals." And, besides this, such an 
attempt at gainsaying the truth would involve a 
most evil reflection on the justice of God. 

^' The Lord knoweth how to reserve {hold 
in custody) the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished." 

At the time of the first death, the ungodly, 
who die in their sins, go down under death into 
the unseen prison-house of death. But they do 
not go down into a place or state of penal 
suffering before they are had up for judgment. 
To affirm the contrary to this would be to sin 
greatly, and " charge God foolishly," unto the 
deep dishonour of His holy name. 



DESTINY OF MAN. 21 

8. The " ungodly " dead shall come forth 
'* unto the resurrection of judgment, and unto 
the doom of **the second death" — from which 
there is no resurrection. The wages of sin will 
then have been received in full ; and both moral 
and penal evil will have been brought to their 
final end. 
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FOURTH SECTION. 



Concerning the Incarnation of Deity. 




HEN the darkness of death first lowered 
over the destiny of sinful man, a mighty 
conflict between good and evil, and the final 
result of that conflict, were enigmatically fore- 
told. And in the progress of divine revelation, 
successive beams of light were shed on that 
Edenic enigma. It was shown to the faith of 
those who believed God, that a Divine Person 
would become incarnate ; and in the days of 
Isaiah, the Seed of the woman was pre- 
announced : ** Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel." **And when the fulness of the 
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time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law." 

The pre-appointed virgin conceived and 
brought forth her son — the Firstborn. The 
Personal Word, who in the beginning was with 
God, and was God, became flesh. The Divine 
Person, of whom prophets had predicted, and 
psalmists had sung, assumed a relationship to 
Abraham and to David, according to the flesh. 
He was born the rightful heir of Abraham's 
land, and of David's throne — the King of 
Israel. 

The intents of the incarnation of Deity were 
manifold, i. That great mystery was a neces- 
sary preparation for the predicted moral conflict 
between good and evil. 

When Jesus had been, by a voice from the 
heavens, publicly acknowledged the Son of 
God, and had been anointed with the Holy 
' Spirit, that predicted conflict shortly com- 
menced in the desert. The Tempter — that 
ancient serpent^ called the Devil and Satan — 
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came on, fiill of superhuman subtlety, and 
panoplied in superhuman might. The Seed 
of the woman — ^reduced to the last d^jree of 
human feebleness — stood on the defensive : 
using only the shield of faith and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Through the pangs of human hunger, he was 
tempted to raise himself out of the subordinate 
and dependent state into which he had volun- 
tarily come to do the will of God the Father. 
Through his human trust in God. he was 
tempted to yield consent to a mental act of 
presumptuous evil. And through his human 
knowledge that he was bom to universal 
empire, he was tempted to do homage to the 
mighty evil one, But in all respects he was 
more than conqueror over his malignant tempter 
and foe. 

2. Jesus returned from the conflict in the 
power of the Spirit ; and it soon became 
apparent to those who believed in him that 
** f*or this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
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fested, that he mght destroy the works of the 
devil." "He went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil," 
The works of the devil are sin and suffering and 
death. But suffering and death are commonly 
ascribed to God as their Author. This might 
seem marvellous, except for reasons which may 
be readily discerned in the light of the truth. 
Suffering and death are no more works of God 
than is sin a work of God. Sin and suffering 
and death take place under the righteous 
government of God, but they are not from 
God ; and to ascribe those evils to God is, 
unwittingly, to sin. 

3. The miracles of mercy performed by the 
Son of God were trophies of his first victory 
over the devil ; and by those miracles of mercy 
he rendered it manifest that suffering and death 
are not works of his Father ; but that, in 
common with sin, they are the works of the 
father of falsehood, who was a murderer from 
the beginning, and stood not in the truth, but 
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calumniated God in the Garden of Eden, and 
thence sent forth false and very evil thoughts 
of God abroad in the world, and down the 
centuries of the world, unto this day. 

4. The final confiic between Jesus and 
Satan took place on Calvary. The field of 
conflict was of small extent, but the interests 
involved in that conflict were vast as the 
universe. It would appear that the devil and 
his angels crowded the scene ; and that the 
angels of God were silent spectators of the 
war. 

The great adversary, through the voices of 
many human accessories, pressed hard against 
the soul of the crucified one — crucified in 
weakness ; and through the anguish and 
ignominy of the crucifixion he was tempted to 
extricate himself, by the power of his Deity, 
and refuse to die on the accursed tree. 

" Come down from the cross !" was shouted 
by the chief priests of the Jews, by the gentile 
soldiers, and by the insensate multitude ; and 
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the clamour was enforced with bitter irony and 
burning taunts. 

But the obedient One endured the cross, 
despising the shame. And having spoiled the 
principalities and powers of evil, he made a 
show of them, openly triumphing over them 
therein. And it may be justly conceived that 
all the angels of God celebrated that glorious 
triumph with acclamations of holy rejoicing and 
praise ; knowing that, consequently, the works 
of the devil shall certainly and for ever be 
destroyed. 
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FIFTH SECTION. 



Concerning the Sacrificial Annulment of Sin. 




HE incarnation of Deity was preliminary to 
the sacrificial annulment of sin The Son 
of the virgin was born to die. Before he was 
born it was said in relation to him, " Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his 
people from their sins." He appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

I. The Lamb of God was meet for the altar 
when a babe in Bethlehem — in him was no sin. 
He was worthy of the altar all along his path — 
he was the holy one of God. But he was not 
ready for the altar until he had glorified his 
Father on the earth, and finished the work 
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which the Father had given him to do. It 
was given him to demonstrate that God is 
as good and merciful as he is holy and just.. 
And this Jesus did by healing all that were 
oppressed by the devil — healing all manner of 
diseases and maladies among the people. 
And also it was exacted of him by the govern- 
mental will of God — in his public and repre- 
sentative character and relation as the second 
man — that he should make a true, perfect, 
and practical confession of that which is due 
from man to the laws and will of God. And 
all this he did in the way of pure and 
spontaneous obedience, by a life of unfailing 
loyalty and devotedness in the path of holiness, 
righteousness, and love. He was able to say 
in reference to the Father. ** I do always the 
things that please Him." And at the end of 
his path he said unto the Father, ** I have 
glorified thee on the earth ; I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do." 

2. When thus ready for the altar, Jesus 
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was caused, by the govemmental wiH of God, 
to entertain a mental and moral estimate <^ the 
death due, from the holiness and justice of God, 
to the sin of man. And his holy soul shrank 
back with inexpressible horror from the realized 
idea of eternal death. In his pure, human soul, 
he tasted death : " and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling to the ground : ** 
and there, in the garden of Gethsemane, he 
offered the thrice repeated prayer : " O my 
Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from 
me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt 
— ^thy will be done." And thus, with absolute 
self-abnegation, he presented himself, a living 
sacrifice to God. 

3. On the cross, Jesus was again caused, by 
the same divine, govemmental will, to entertain 
a mental and moral estimate of the due desert 
of sin — ^to feel in his soul as a human being 
must feel when abandoned of God to eternal 
death : and he cried out, " My God, my God, 
unto what hast thou abandoned me." Again 
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he tasted death — the death desecved by us. 
But, his cry of human anguish was heard. 

He died by pure volition, in obedience to the 
commandment of his Father ; even as he before 
had said : *' I lay down my life of myself." He 
poured out his soul unto death. He made his 
soul an offering on account of sin. He put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And 
by the act of laying down his life, he made 
a sacrificial confession of the judicial desert of 
human sin, under the holy and just government 
of God. And thereby, he effected the judicial 
annulment of sin : and this fundamental fact, 
gives its true significance to the word 
" Atonement." 

4. In the days of his flesh, Jesus had offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying 
and tears, unto Him who was able to save him 
out of death ; (witness, Gethsemane ; ) and he 
was heard. Hence, at the moment when he 
laid down his life, he did so with perfect 
confidence and hope in God his Father ; in 
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accordance with those prophetic words, that 
went before concerning him : " Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine holy one to see corruption." And on the 
third day, he rose again, and was " declared the 
Son of God with power, according to the Spirit 
of holiness by resurrection from among the 
dead." 
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SIXTH SECTION. 




Concerning the Redemption and Salvation of 

Men. 

HE Incarnation of Deity did not, and could 
not, suffice for the redemption and salvation 

of even one human sinner. ** Without blood-^ 
shedding there is no remission." When the 
Son of God had come into the world there were 
certain great problems — ^moral and govern- 
mental — which required to be solved, in order 
that God might be manifestly righteo,us in the 
remission of sins, and the salvation of sinners : 
and those great problems were not solved until 
the hour of the Cross, nor manifestly deter- 
mined until the morning of the resurrection of 
Christ. 

D 
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The Lord Jesus — as man — possessed in 
himself a threefold title to live for ever. At 
his birth he was innocent ; throughout his life 
on earth he was holy ; and at the end of his 
path he had wrought out a valid, legal 
righteousness. But if he had passed into the 
heavens, in changed and immortalized humanity, 
previous to the *' death of the cross," he must 
have abided alone, in as far as any of the 
human race must be considered. This the 
Lord himself showed when he said *• Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, except a grain of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone ; 
but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit." He 
has died, and He is risen. 

I. In the Christian Scriptures, redemption 
to God, and salvation by the grace of God are 
shown to be essentially related. In one vision 
of the Apocalypse the worthiness of the Lamb 
is extolled in a symbolic celebration of the fact 
that he had redeemed men to God by his blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
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and nation. And in a subsequent vision the 
redeemed to God are {anticipatively) repre 
sented as brought home to God, even to the 
presence of his throne, out of all nations, and 
kindreds, and peoples, and tongues. And their 
acclamation of triumphant praise is *' Salvation 
to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb." 

2. In the leaching of the apostles of Christ, 
the prominent idea of redemption is that of 
deliverance^ The associated ideas are those of 
deliverance, acquisition, and appropriation. 
This combination of ideas is embodied in the 
fact and the record of the redemption of Israel 
out of Egypt, and the acquisition and appro 
priation of the tribes, as a nation, by Jehovah, 
for ulterior purposes of government and of 
grace. 

The redemption of the tribes of Israel out of 
Egypt, foreshadowed — in the several particulars 
indicated — the redemption effectuated by Jesus 
on the cross. 
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The Lord had claimed the tribes of Israel 
as his own people when he sent Moses to 
Pharaoh. Jesus — before he came to the cross 
— had affirmed his peculiar right and interest 
in all whom the Father had given to him. 
The Lord triumphed gloriously over Pharaoh 
and his host. Jesus triumphed gloriously over 
the devil and his angels. Moses, — who in his 
character of Deliverer was a type of the 
Christ — placed the tribes under the protection 
of the blood of the paschal lamb, and then led 
them through a pathway opened for them in 
the midst of the sea, and placed them alive and 
free, appropriated unto God. Jesus, at once the 
Lamb of God and the Deliverer from death and 
destruction, has redeemed his own to God by 
his blood, and has placed them, under the 
infinite value of his blood and the protective 
power of his almighty arm, in virtual resurrec- 
tion, and in actual appropriation to God. 
Having judicially annulled sin by the sacrifice 
of himself, by the same act he judicially annulled 
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death on behalf of all who truly believe in 
Him. 

3. The prevalent meaning of the word 
" salvation " is preservation — the fact of an 
effected deliverance being understood. In the 
teaching of the Lord and his apostles, " salva- 
tion," as denoting a present reality, signifies the 
preservation of the souls of true believers from 
the adverse touch of death. To all who thus 
believe it is said concerning him — '*Whom 
having not seen ye love ; in whom, though now 
ye see him . not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory : receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls." And the language of faith is : "I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have 
committed to Him, unto that day." And it is 
thus rendered evident that, in relation to true 
believers in Christ, the words to die can only 
mean to be disintegrated, and thus released 
from the burden of the flesh, by putting off the 
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corporeal ** tabernacle," as expressed by the 
apostle Peter in reference to his own expected 
decease. 

Hence, the intermediate state of those who 
die in the Lord is compared to a natural sleep ; 
as denoting the continuity of personal being, in 
a state of blessed and tranquil repose, with the 
certainty of waking again to activity, in the 
resurrection of life, when the Lord Himself 
shall come. 

" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord ; 
from the present and onward. Yea, saith the 
Spirit ; that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works follow them." 

4. The word redemption has a past, a 
present, and a future application. It is testified 
of the risen and ascended Christ, that he 
entered into the holiest by his own blood, 
" having obtained eternal redemption." Unto 
true believers, it is said of Him, '* In whom we 
have redemption through his blood ;" and they 
are declared to be sealed by the Spirit of God 
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unto the day of redemption. Moreover, they 
are described as waiting for the son-state 
{whyothesian)y the redemption-state of the body : 
that is, the embodied state, proper to the sons 
of God, and in which they shall be manifested 
in immortality and glory. 

The word salvation, also, has a present and a 
future application. The Divine Saviour is the 
Author of eternal salvation to all them who 
confide in Him ("By grace they are saved"). 
The present salvation of their souls is the 
immediate end or sequence of their faith in 
Him ; and until their salvation is consummated 
they are " kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation." And concerning the Lord 
Christ, it is testified that '* Unto them that look 
for Him He shall appear the second time, 
without sin unto salvation." Their salvation 
shall then be consummated in immortality. 
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SEVENTH SECTION. 



Concerning the Free Gift of Eternal Life. 




TERNAL life is the communicable life in 
the Godhead — present in the Father, its 
absolute Centre ; in the Son, its communicative 
Source ; and in the Holy Spirit, its Communi- 
cator, from the Father, through the Son, to 
those who believe in the Son, in accordance with 
the testimony of the Father. 

The Son of God Jesus Christ is divinely 
declared to be " the eternal life." He bears the 
title of *'the Prince of Life." When he 
announced himself to be " the good Shepherd," 
and spoke of those who are peculiarly his own, 
calling them " My sheep," he said : " I am 
come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly." He spoke 
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thus of the inception cf eternal life here in those 
who are his, and of its consummation in the 
future state. He spoke of them also in these 
words : " My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me ; and I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neithet- shall anyone pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, who gave them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to pluck 
them out of my Father s hand, I and the 
Father are one." 

Eternal Life was not given before Jesus died. 
To those who received him previous to his death, 
he gave authority — right or title — to become 
children of God. When he had died and risen, 
he appeared in the midst of his disciples, and 
breathed on them, saying, ** Receive ye a holy 
spirit."—" The Holy Spirit," was not given to 
them till the day of Pentecost. But in the 
evening of the day on which their Lord rose 
again, they " were begotten not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
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of God." As it is written: "Being begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, through the living Word of God, 
which abideth for ever." The contrast thus 
noticed, between the corruptible seed, and the 
incorruptible, had been shown by the Divine 
Teacher, when he said, " That which is begotten 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is begotten 
of the Spirit is spirit." The new and spiritual 
reality begotten of the Spirit, and called "a. 
divine nature," is that wherewith the soul is 
quickened into hypostatic union of life with the 
risen Son of God, who is The Life ; and 
who as the Source of the life, lives in those who 
are begotten of God : and they live in Him. 

Primeval m^n, with unhindered access to the 
tree of life in the garden of Eden, could and 
would have lived for ever. The soul that is 
quickened of God, into union of life with Christ,. 
can never die. 

Moreover : the Holy Spirit — as the Spirit of 
the Father, and of the Son— dwells in the 
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children of God, even in that new-begotten 
nature which is spirit. He bears witness with 
their spirit, that they are children of God : and 
thus, as they advance in spiritual intelligence, 
they are enabled to apprehend the paternal 
relationship of God to them ; and to realize, in 
faith, their filial relationship to God. The 
presence of the Spirit of God in them is the cause 
of their ability to yield themselves to God, as 
those who are alive from among the (morally) 
dead ; and to live, not to themselve, but to Him 
who died for them, and rose again. They are 
able to do the will of God concerning them in 
Christ Jesus : and by virtue of living union with 
Him, they are able to bring forth fruit unto 
God — the fruit of the eternal life which they 
have received as a free gift of God. Even as 
unto them it is said, '* And this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath the life : he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not the life. 
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EIGHTH SECTION. 



Concerning Immortality. 



M MORTALITY is an essential attribute of 
the Godhead. The Lord declared Himself 
to the ancients, saying, through Moses, ** I lift 
my hand to heaven and say, I live for ever.** 
And the apostle Paul testifies of God, saying of 
Him : ** Who only hath immortality." 

The doctrine of the immortality of man has 
not its source in revealed truth. It is not an 
'element in the law given through Moses ; is 
not symbolized in the Mosaic ritual ; neither 
has it any place in the system of rewards and 
punishments provided in the enactments of 
divine law ; but, on the contrary, a conditional 
immortality was promised to Israel as the 
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reward of perfect and unfailing obedience ; and 
^Ae capital punishment denounced against dis« 
obedience was death. 

The doctrine of a deathless nature in man is 
ignored in the psalms and the prophets, and has 
not any kind of countenance in the teaching of 
the Lord Christ and his apostles. Never- 
theless, it has been, and is, generally received in 
that which is called the Christian Church. 
Hence arises a grave question touching the 
origin and history of that strange doctrine. 
How came it to be received } 

1 . The first assertion of a deathless nature in 
man was made in the Garden of Eden. ** The 
serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely 
die ; for God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened ; and ye 
shall be as God, knowing good and evil." 

2. About three centuries before the birth of 
the Christ, the theory *'that man is a partaker 
of the life of God " was taught by certain 
Grecian philosophers, whose names are familiarly 
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known. That theory was propounded by 
Socrates, systematized by Plato ; and was 
•embodied in the literary works of Aristotle. 
It is generally called *^ The Platonic theory of 
the immortality of the soul." 

3. About three centuries after the birth of 
the Christ ; that theory was adopted by certain 
of the teachers called "The Fathers of the 
Church," and came into the prominence which is 
proper to the true doctrine of the resurrection of 
life, at the return of the Lord. 

In the course of time the writings of 
Aristotle — especially as they relate to the 
origin and constitution of man — were adopted 
as a standard authority in the stead of the 
Scriptures of Truth. And from that time to 
the present, the teaching of heathen philosophy 
has been used to deny the mortality of sinful 
man, and, to speak of God that which is not 
right, by teaching that which is not true 
concerning the revealed, judicial desert of 
human sin. 
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4. In Holy Scripture, conferred immortality 
is predicated of true believers only ; that is, of 
those who believed God concerning the promised 
Deliverer and Saviour, and those who, since 
the Incarnation, believe God in his testimony of 
his Son. And concerning them immortality is 
predicated prospectively ^ as to what they shall be 
in the resurrection of life. In which prophetic 
manner the Lord Christ said of them, ** Neither 
can they die any more : for they are the sons of 
God, being the sons of the resurrection." And 
when predicting his own resurrection, the 
Lord assured his disciples that they shall live 
for ever, saying unto them : ** Because I live, 

YOU ALSO SHALL LIVE." 
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NINTH SECTION. 



Concerning the Resurrection of Life. 



N the church that was in Corinth there 
were some who said, " There is na 

resurrection of the dead." And to defend the 
truth which was thus denied, the grand 
argumentation found in the first epistle to that 
church, was written by the apostle Paul. 

It will be observed by a discerning reader 
of that defence, that the apostle's great 
argument is threefold, namely : analytical, and 
prudential, and physiological. 

In the use of his analytical argument, the 
apostle exposes the radical evils involved in 
the denial of the resurrection : "If there be na 
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resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not 
risen ; and if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith also is vain. 
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God, 
because we have testified of God that he 
raised up the Christ ; whom he did not raise up> 
if, indeed, that the dead rise not. For if the 
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised ; and if 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are 
yet in your sins. Then they also who are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished." And by 
means of this argument, the apostle shows that 
the future and physical resurrection of the 
identical persons who are fallen asleep in Christ 
is as essential to their living again as the 
resurrection of Christ is essential to the truth 
of the evangelical testimony. 

Those men in Corinth who said ^* There is 
no resurrection of the dead," would seem to 
have been tainted with the " Platonic theory," 
and consequently held "that re-embqdiment 
would be an immense disadvantage, in com- 

£ 
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parison to the reunion of the soul with the 
Eternal Essence." 

2. About the same period as the Platonic, 
another theory of the constitution of man arose 
and was discussed in Greece. It is known as 
the " Atomic theory." That theory was pro- 
pounded by a Grecian philosopher named 
Leucippus, was adopted by Democritus, and 
subsequently was rendered famous through 
Epicurus. 

According to that ancient theory, " Man 
consists wholly of a combination of minute 
particles of matter ; and his life is a phenominal 
result of organization ; as is also the life of all 
things that live. 

That theory has descended to the present 
time, in a certain kind of secular literature ; and 
of late years it has been rendered prominent in 
certain departments of so-called ** Advanced 



science." 



Moreover, the same theory has — within the 
present century — been adopted by some — in 
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different parts of the world— to construe the 
teaching of Holy Scripture touching the 
constitution of man ; with this addition, namely, 
that an impersonal spirit is said to be in man 
(in common with all living things) as long as he 
is alive upon the earth. And as thus adopted 
and applied it may be described as a theory of 
negations : — " No personal soul in man, there- 
fore no salvation of the soul ; no regeneration 
by the Spirit of God, and no present gift of 
eternal life to believers in the Son of God ; for,, 
in common with all other men, believers ia 
Christ, when they die, cease to exist." 

According to this teaching, ** They who are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished," and 
consequently there is no resurrection of the 
dead. It is not, indeed, taught that there is no 
resurrection of the dead. But, judged by the 
analytical argument of the apostle Paul in 
defence of the truth of the resurrection, a/l 
the radical evils exposed in that argument 
will be . found to be involved in the theory 
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4>f negations which has now been described. 

And if any man should demur and say, ** But 
God can recreate them at the resurrection/* 
The self-contradictoriness of that proposition 
has been already and sufficiently noticed in the 
course of this essay. And the only appropriate 
observation to be here made is this — God can, 
indeed, if he so please, create at any future time 
a multitude of holy and righteous beings, and 
^ndue them with immortality. But *' God, who 
•cannot lie,*', could not cause the then-created 
beings to believe that they had previously 
lived, had sinned, had believed in Christ for 
salvation, and had died in hope of the resurrec- 
tion of life. 

3. In his physiological argument for the 
defence of the truth concerning the resurrection, 
the apostle notices the distinction and contrast 
between creation and resurrection. "As it is 
written, the first man, Adam, became unto a 
living soul ; the last Adam unto a life-giving 
Spirit. Howbeit, that was not first which is 
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Spiritual, but that which is psychical ; and after- 
ward that which is spiritual." 

The first man Adam at his creation began to 
exist. The last Adam, at his resurrection, 
entered upon his Office as the Lord and Givfer 
of eternal life. 

In this part of the argumentation, the apostle 
notices the axiom, "To every seed his own 
body." 

The so-called " natural body " he names a 
** psychical body" — soma psukikon: that is, a 
body which had its origin in a created principle 
of psychical life, through the operation of the 
orgatiic laws of which the first man was 
organized and animated within the ground. 
And from him, primarily, the seminal principle 
of psychical life has been derived, and is 
multiplied in the way of procreation. And that 
seminal principle of psychical life the apostle 
Peter calls " corruptible seed." 

The " spiritual body " in which the sons of 
God shall be manifested, will have its origin in 
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the increated and imparted seminal principle of 
spiritual and eternal life; the •* incorruptible 
seed," wherewith believers in Christ are now 
begotten again— begotten of God ; and are thus 
constituted children and sons of God, heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ. 
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TENTH SECTION. 



Concerning the Consummation. 




HE "glorious body" of the Divine Saviour 
is the prototype of the spiritual body, in 
which every one of his own shall be immor- 
talized at his return in glory. 

When the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, his 
body had not undergone any kind of change ; 
and it must needs have been so, for otherwise 
his disciples could not have identified him, and 
consequently could not have been the witnesses 
of his resurrection. But when he ascended, and 
they could not any longer behold him, his body 
of humiliation was changed into " his glorious 
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body." He was " received up (en doxee) in 
glory." 

At his return the bodies of his saints shall be 
changed and fashioned like unto his glorious 
body. Yea, moreover, the redeemed and 
saved and regenerate shall be wholly conformed 
to the likeness of their immortal and glorified 
Head ; for they are predestinated of God " to 
be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he 
might be the Firstborn among many brethren." 

All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in 
Him ; and that fulness shall permeate the whole 
multitude of his brethren, in everlasting union 
and communion with Himself, The Firstborn. 
They all shall be one, in God the Father and 
in the Son ; the Holy Spirit being the Bond of 
that immortal oneness. Dwelling in God, and 
God dwelling in them, all shall be " filled with 
all the fulness of God." 



" Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus 
in sincerity. Amen." 
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